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as from: 75a Bedford Court Mansions, Bedford Avenuve, WCI

24 June 1971

The Editor

The Times |
Printing House Square \
London EC4

Dear Sir, 133

In view of the recent disclosures regarding Vietnam by the New York Times
and because the world community is now considering the eligibility of China for
admission to the United Nations, it is appropriate to refer to episodes which put
China into coventry.

First is the origins of the Korean war. [t may not be widely known that
the Australion Minister for External Aflairs at the time, Mr Percy Spender now Sir
Percy Spender and recently of the International Court, and the Prime Minister,

Mr Robert Menzies now Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, on information received
from their own representative on the boundary warned the United States Govern-
ment in a strongly worded telegram against attempts being made to attract patrols
across the border as a means of providing an excuse for an attempt to recapture the
North. No answer was received to this telegram until fighting commenced a few
days later.

The second instance which has been used to condemn China is in relation
to germ warfare. Only a few officials were aware of the validity of the Chinese
charges and the experimental use of bacteriological weapons. At the time there
were denials in respect of both these matters and charges of communist sympathy
whenever they were raised by press commentators and others. But now we are
endeavouring to mend bridges particularly in respect of China and as we have the
kind of disclosures which have cppeared in the New York Times it could be healthy
for the warld community fo have these matters adequately aired.

Yours sincerely,

John Burton.




